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This volcano science project was an explosive success!
Pictured:  Tashina Cortez

The Principal Observes
When to Stay Home

Sometimes it is difficult to know when to keep your child at home or to send them to
school. A child might be sniffling or even have a slight fever creating a conundrum for the
parent, especially in this COVID environment. To help, the Washington Department of
Health and the Snohomish Health District (SHD) have recently published flowcharts to help
employees and parents to answer these questions. Since health departments take
precedence over the state, the following information comes from the SHD.

If students have any of the Class A symptoms they should not come to school. These are
tell-tale symptoms of a sickness that will take a while to recover from and that may indicate
a COVID infection. Class A symptoms are having a fever of 100.4 F or higher, chills,
muscle or body aches, cough, loss of taste and/or smell, or shortness of breath. After,
students may return to school if it has been at least 24 hours since any fever has resolved
without medication, AND symptoms have improved, AND 10 days have passed since
symptoms started. Another way to affirm that they may come to school with no concerns
about having COVID is to have a negative COVID test.

Class B symptoms are not as serious, but if a student has more than one of them, the
sickness should be treated the way someone who has Class A symptoms is treated. Class
B symptoms are fatigue, headache, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, or diarrhea. However, if a student has only one of these symptoms for less than
24 hours he or she may return to school. It is not unusual for a child to have some of these
symptoms for a short while, but for them to clear up shortly.

I hope this information is helpful to families and keeps our school healthy. This is a link to
the SHD document from which this information has been taken.

Events and Athletics Calendars

For the entire calendar see the Grace Academy Events calendar and Grace
Academy Athletics calendar.

Picture Retakes

If your child didn’t get his/her picture taken in September, pictures can be taken on
our  retake  day,  October  26,  8-9.  Also,  if  the  pictures  your  child  receives  are
unsatisfactory, you can send the package back to school with your child on retake
day and they can have their picture retaken.
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Grandparents' Day 2021

With the COVID virus still active in the community, there will be no Grandparent’s
Day again this year. The reason is we want to keep our grandparents safe. This is a
huge disappointment because we love having grandparents on our campus see all
their grandchildren experience in a school day. We look forward to the day when we
can resume this great event.

We will still be mailing each of the grandparents a letter from their grandchild/children
so please make sure those addresses are on file and up to date in your RenWeb
family account. Thank you for understanding as we deal with yet another unusual
year.

Our Heritage Celebration is Canceled for November

The Heritage Celebration has been our annual fundraiser for the school since the
1990s. We have raised money for different projects such as our library, commercial
kitchen, mini-buses, etc. And we have always raised money for scholarships.

This year, due to Covid-19 restrictions and the installation of the new gym floor, we
are unable to have our in-person fundraiser.

We will be sending a letter asking for donations to help with our shortfall this year.
Please be on the lookout for this letter and be in prayer as to how you may be able to
help the school.

To give a gift now, go to graceacademy.net and click the button, “Give to Grace” at
the top of the page.

We know the Lord is in control and has always provided for our needs.

Emergency Information

How does the school notify families in the event of a school closure or an
emergency? For years we have used the FlashAlert Messenger to give families and
the public essential information. You must download this app for your iPhone or your
Android phone and then select Grace Academy from the school options. You may
select as many schools as you want since most Washington schools now use
FlashAlert https://www.flashalert.net/id/GraceAcademy

An additional method with which to notify our families is Parent Alert through
ParentsWeb. This will send a text message directly to your cell phone.

All notifications are also sent out through Twitter so if you subscribe to
GraceAcademy you will receive them. We always post the information on the Grace
Academy event calendar and we record a voice message on our phones. Lastly, the
Seattle television and radio stations announce school closure information. Please
call the office if you have further questions.
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Café Closed

The Grace Café will be closed on November 5, 10, 11, 12, 24, 25 & 26. Please
remember to send your 7th-12th grade student to school with a lunch on
November 10.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

It is our desire at Grace Academy to partner with parents in educating children. One
of the ways we fulfill that goal is parent/teacher conferences.

Secondary teachers will be meeting with parents on November 12, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
in the gym, so there is no school for secondary students on November 12.
Enrichment teachers and part-time teachers will be available from 1-6 p.m. This
includes: Mr. Cercone, Mrs. Mellema, Mrs. Pasmore, Mr. Roberts, and Mrs.
Struiksma.

Elementary teachers will be meeting with parents during the days of both November
10 and 12, so there is no school for elementary students on November 10 & 12.
Please wear a face covering. If you do not feel comfortable meeting in person,
please contact teachers to set up private conferences.

Please come to discover how you can better support your child.

Veteran's Day

On Thursday, November 11, there will be no school as we celebrate Veteran’s Day.
When observing this school holiday, you can pay tribute to America’s veterans by
participating in patriotic activities, displaying our national flag, reaching out to
veterans in your community, or giving your time and talents to support our troops and
their families. America is greatly indebted to those who have sacrificed for the liberty
and security of our country. Our military members have been unrelenting in battle,
unwavering in loyalty, and unmatched in honor. On Veteran’s Day and throughout the
year, we remember our veterans’ enduring accomplishments and honor their
commitment to our country.

Book Fair

We’re excited to invite you to our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair. This event is an
opportunity for students of all ages to build their home libraries and further their love
of reading. As always, all purchases benefit our school. The Fair will take place from
November 9th-18th in the Grace Academy library. Parents can visit the Book Fair
during Parent-Teacher Conferences on November 10th and 12th, from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Students will have the opportunity to visit the Book Fair throughout the school
day and during their library classes on November 9th and the 16th-18th, from 8 a.m. –
4 p.m. Parents are always welcome to stop in and shop on any of these days!

In-person shopping opportunities 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. on the following days:

Tuesday, November 9th

Wednesday, November 10th

Friday, November 12th
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Tuesday, November 16th

Wednesday, November 17th

Thursday, November 18th
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