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Ilyria and Maddie enjoying Colonial Williamsburg 
during the school tour of historic areas in Jamestown, 

Yorktown, Washington D.C., Mount Vernon & Philadelphia. 
 

The Principal Observes
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A Parent's Right to Choose a School 

We have a group of students, parents, grandparents, and staff in Washington, D.C. this
week seeing sites and learning about U.S. history. They have been to the notable historical
sites of Jamestown, Colonial Williamsburg, and of course, D.C. itself. Our freedoms as
individuals are well established, going back to our country’s founding days. But what about
the freedom of parents to select the school they want for their children?  
  
A hundred years ago, this freedom that had always been the practice in the United States
was jeopardized by a new law in Oregon. The problem arose when the state passed a
referendum that amended the state’s Compulsory Education Act. It required that beginning
September 1, 1926, with few exceptions, all children would have to attend the state’s public
schools. Make no mistake, this was an attempt to make it the state’s duty to control the
education of all children in the state. One of the state’s attorneys went so far as to call
Oregonian students “the State’s children.” 
  
This statute put in jeopardy a parent’s right to select the education of their choice for their
children. Two groups sued, Hill Military Academy and the Society of Sisters, which
maintained a Catholic school. They sought an injunction against the act alleging that they
were being denied their property rights as protected by the 14th Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution.  The Society of Sisters also protested on religious grounds. The 14th
Amendment reads, “No state shall deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law…”  
  
The attorneys for the private schools argued that they were not contesting the right of the
state to monitor their children’s education, only its right to absolute control of their choice of
educational system. The private schools won the first round of litigation before a three-
judge panel of the Oregon District Court, which granted an injunction against the Act. Of
course, it did not end there because the defendant, the State of Oregon, appealed the
decision directly to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
  
The Supreme Court unanimously affirmed the previous court’s decision making the new
law illegal. The court wrote that “...children were not the “mere creatures of the state” and
that by its very nature, the traditional American understanding of the term liberty prevented
the state from forcing students to accept instruction only from public schools. This
responsibility belonged to the child’s parents or guardians, and the ability to make such a
choice was a “liberty” protected by the 14th Amendment.” Making it clearer, they wrote,
“The fundamental theory of liberty...excludes any general power of the state to standardize
its children by forcing them to accept instruction from public teachers only,”  
  
The U.S. Supreme Court delivered this verdict in 1925 and is known as Pierce v. Society of
Sisters. This established for all time the principle that private schools have a legal right to
exist in all 50 states. If the decision had gone against these schools Grace Academy would
not exist and all our students would be subject to the whims of the state. Our families are
here because they do not want what the state is offering, and it is our privilege to give an
alternative. This is a precious right that we treasure.

Events Calendar 

The 2021-22 Events Calendar is available on the Grace Academy website. You may
access the calendar at: http://www.graceacademy.net/news_events/calendar
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IMPACT Student of the Month 

Every month our elementary teachers honor one student from each class and our
secondary teachers choose one boy and one girl in junior high and in high school as
IMPACT Students of the Month. These students are chosen after demonstrating one
or more of the distinctives including Integrity, Ministry, Purity, Accountability,
Conformity to God's Word, and Teachability. 

Elementary IMPACT Student of the Month 

Hadlee Klesick                                    
Hannah Harney                                  
Mia Agtarap                                       
Brooklyn Boseck                                 
Jamisen “Boom” Huckaby                  
Landon McManamon                         
Kamilla Thurmond                              
Audra Schwartz 
Eleena Basta 
Nicholas Christiansen                        

Secondary IMPACT Student of the Month 

Alice Mellema                           
Luke Roehl                                 
Hannah Wentling                        
Chris Cai

College/Career Planning Night 

Help! How do I plan for college or my future career? We have set aside a special
night, October 12 at 7 p.m., for our freshmen and sophomore students and their
parents to give information on how to plan for life after high school. The evening
takes place in room E-21 and primarily applies to high school students, but all are
welcome. We will share information on colleges, scholarships, careers, etc.

Teacher Professional Development 
 

Remember there is no school Friday, October 15, while our teachers receive
professional training. This is a powerful time for our teachers to be recharged and
equipped to give your students the best education at Grace Academy!

Picture Retakes 
 

If your child didn’t get his/her picture taken in September, pictures can be taken on
our retake day, October 26, 8-9. Also, if the pictures your child receives are
unsatisfactory, you can send the package back to school with your child on retake
day and they can have their picture retaken.

Pedestrian Safety 

Keeping our students safe is one of our highest priorities and the parking lot is one of
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our greatest risks. Drivers can help by exercising caution and patience at arrival and
dismissal and driving slowly until leaving the parking lot. Unless your car is parked,
you should not be using your cell phone. Thank you.

Grandparents' Day 2021 

With the COVID virus still active in the community, there will be no Grandparent’s
Day again this year. The reason is we want to keep our grandparents safe. This is a
huge disappointment because we love having grandparents on our campus see all
their grandchildren experience in a school day. We look forward to the day when we
can resume this great event. We will still be mailing each of the grandparents a letter
from their grandchild/children so please make sure those addresses are on file in
your RenWeb family account. Thank you for understanding as we deal with yet
another unusual year.

Prepare for Rain 

Our recess supervisors have asked that parents send their child(ren) to school with a
lightweight jacket or raincoat to wear at recess and PE on rainy days.
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